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by Miwako Wakazono & Carolyn Nakamura

The most popular sport in Japan, as you all know, is professional
baseball and this year’'s season opened on April 5. Twelve teams, divided
into the Central League and the Pacific League, will battle until Octo-
ber to become the No. 1 baseball team in Japan.

The games, of course, are broadcast nationally on television and
there are even TV programs devoted entirely to news about professional baseball.
In addition, seven different sports newspapers are published daily and
they sell like hotcakes at the newsstands in the train stations every
morning.

The popularity of badminton in Japan, therefore, is still very small
compared to that of professional baseball. At any rate, in one year pTo-
fessional baseball has three hundred hours of air time on television
while badminton may or may not have a total of ten hours.

We, who have been publishing this monthly magazine on badminton for
over ten years, felt that something had to be done to increase the popu-
larity of this game in Japan.

On April 1, therefore, we became independent of the Nippon Badminton
Association and established Akaboshi Publications, Ltd. with Editor-in-
Chief Akaboshi as president.

Our first order of business was an extensive campaign to increase
circulation. In about one month, we had over five hundred new subscrip-
tions and all of us on the editorial staff have plunged into our work
with renewed enthusiasm.

Internationally, there is a split between the ILB.F. and the W.B.F.
but we hope that they will become one again in the near future. There was
a confrontation between the world's strongest, China and Indonesia, and
Japan also invited the young players from China to play in friendship
matches in various parts of our country from April to May.

Both the Chinese men and women, as expected, were magnificent,
speedy, and powerful. If friendship matches like these could be held every
year, we would be able to learn a lot from each other and improve our
respective techniques.

Aside from the friendship matches with China, the spring intercolle-
giate league tournament was also held. Each college and university f ought
for the honor and glory of their school. This intercollegiate league
tournament is perhaps the only one of its kind in the world. The cheering
and applause resounding in the gymnasium is unbelievable and something
we wish all of you could see.

The badminton season in Japan is until November. It may not be
possible to do so every month, but we will try to keep you informed about
what is happening here. If you have any news OT information that you
would like to share with us, please write to us at the following address.
Ioooking forward to hearing from you!

Mrs. Carolyn Nakamura

c/o Akaboshi Publications, Ltd.
2-8-22-205 Taka-ban

Meguro-ku, Tokyo, Japan 152
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